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TEMPORARY Part-Time Hours for High Prairie Office 
Thank you for your continued patience as we operate on temporary 
part-time hours at our High Prairie office throughout staff transitions. 

We’ll still be offering services out of this office, but for immediate 
assistance please contact the Fairview office. We apologize for the 

inconvenience. Thank you! 
Wednesdays from 10:00am-4:00pm 

Fridays from 12:00pm-3:00pm 

Biosecurity Tips & Tricks for 
Cattle Producers 
By: Dr. Leisa Floreani, North Peace 
Animal Hospital 

 When most people think about the term 
"biosecurity", it brings to mind images of peo-
ple in white biohazard suits and respirators 
examining chicken flocks, or stuffy rules that 
throw a wrench into the average producer's 
routine. While these examples are both com-
ponents of biosecurity protocols, in reality 
biosecurity practices are simple and worth-
while to implement. 
 Biosecurity is defined as the combination 
of sound preventative measures, animal 
health protocols, and physical barriers that 
prevent transmission of disease into a herd, 
between herds, and between species of ani-
mals. It works by preventing the introduction 
of disease, or slowing it down if it makes its 
way into your herd. While there are many 
ways to implement biosecurity measures on 
your property, the most common ones in-
clude: 
1. CONTROLLING ACCESS TO FARMS AND ANI-
MAL AREAS  
- provide signage to direct human movement 
on your farm to prevent unnecessary contact 
between them and your animals 
- disinfect delivery and supply trucks prior to 
their entry into animal handling or living areas 
- keep fences in good repair to avoid introduc-
tion of strays, wildlife, and feral animals (and 
their diseases!) 

- know the biosecurity practices of suppliers of 
bedding, animals, and feed and use only those 
with a good reputation 
2. PLANNING ANIMAL AND EQUIPMENT 
MOVEMENTS 
- avoid moving sick animals through high-
traffic areas 
- participate in traceability programs (CCIA 
tags) 
- as a routine practice, handle youngest and 
healthiest animals first, then move to older or 
more sick individuals 
- maintain a closed herd ("all in/all out" prac-
tice has the lowest risk, but isn't always possi-
ble for all operations)  
- use separate equipment (hoof trimmers for 
example) for different groups of animals; if 
this is not possible, be sure to clean and disin-
fect equipment thoroughly prior to changing 
groups 
3. MONITOR HERD HEALTH 
- work with your herd veterinarian to design a 
vaccine program for your herds and discuss 
any changes to this plan with your vet prior to 
their implementation 
- quarantine new animals for 2-3 weeks until 
their disease status is known and their vac-
cinations completed to match your current 
plan 
- isolate sick animals as soon as you can and 
contact your vet for appropriate diagnosis and 
treatment 
- ensure that animals are fed up off the 
ground to prevent transmission of diseases 
like coccidiosis through manure and soil 
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- if applicable, contact your vet to develop a colos-
trum management plan to prevent transmission of 
Jöhne's to calves 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. USE GOOD CLEANING AND DISINFECTION PRO-
TOCOLS  
- clean boots, equipment, and instruments with 
soap and water before disinfection. Many disin-
fecting agents will be deactivated in the presence 
of organic material like manure or dirt, so all this 
must be removed prior to the disinfectant doing 
its job 
- clean and disinfect equipment regularly, but es-
pecially before lending it to a friend 
- use the correct disinfectant for the job! Contact 
your veterinarian or knowledgeable supplier to 
make sure you're using the right one for the task 
at hand 
5. USE PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 
- designate a set of outerwear/boots to wear 
while working with your animals and consistently 
wear them while you work 
- when leaving your farm or visiting another estab-
lishment where livestock is present, clean and dis-
infect your clothing (or remove outer layers like 
coveralls) and boots before returning home 
- for staff or visitors (including your herd vet!), 
consider using disposable coveralls and booties in 
isolation areas if it is required for them to be visit-
ed 
-restrict visitor access to animals, especially inter-
national visitors 
6. CONTROL PESTS 
- conduct fly control measures regularly to disrupt 
lifecycles of the insects 
- implement methods to promote quick drying of 
corral edges, corners, areas under fences, and 
catch basins. Standing water is a prime spot for 
insect replication and can become breeding 
grounds for pesky bugs 
 As for the question of who biosecurity is im-

portant to, the answer is you! As producers, you 
have the responsibility to protect the health of 
cattle as well as the health of Alberta's economy 
by producing a safe food product. Together with 
your herd veterinarian, you can apply simple 
measures consistently and correctly to minimize 
the impact of diseases on your herd (and subse-
quently society's dinner).  There's plenty of people 
to help, too- your herd vet is an excellent re-
source, as well as Alberta Beef Producers, Alberta 
Ag and Rural Development (www.agric.gov.ab.ca/
biosecurity) and the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency (www.inspection.gc.ca and search "Animal 
Biosecurity"). 
 So why is biosecurity so important? In light of 
other diseases like bovine tuberculosis that have 
made their way into the news lately, the control of 
disease in our herds is of upmost importance. In 
addition, keeping diseases off your farm increases 
your profitability, as well as contributing to the 
economy and meeting consumer demands. While 
the quote "an ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure" rings true for most things in life, it 
is especially true when it comes to practicing bi-
osecurity. Implement some changes today and see 
how it affects your farm- your animals and society 
will thank you! 
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PCBFA Member 

Perks 
 

 Two Free Feed 

Tests/Year 

 Ration Balancing     

Assistance 

 Growing       

Forward 2      

Assistance 

 Environmental 

Farm Plans 
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Reader available 

for member use 

 Soil & Livestock 

Water Quality   

Testing 
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 New Zealand Agriculture Study Tour 
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Director’s Corner with Garry Gurtler 

Our Farm called “Gurtler Polled Herefords” Is located 45 miles north of Grimshaw on High-

way 35 Twp Road 902 west on a place called Gurtler’s Hills. 

As I lookout the window on this fine Autumn day in November I see the rain drizzling down 

on the ruts to and from the feedlot. 30 inches of rain fell on us here this haying  season, 

giving us 2000 silage bales and 2000 hay bales! The cover crops were the biggest on record 

(10ft high) (851 bales on 160 acres) See picture. 

I started farming 46 years ago with my dad and farm with my son Ethan today. Our farm is 

4000 acres, 2300 grazing lease, 10 quarters private land, which includes my 640 acre 

homestead and my dad’s home quarter and the rest bought from neighbours. We have 

two cow herds, one registered polled Hereford and the other one Hereford cross. Our AI 

program started in 1978, with my wife Trudy as our AI Technician. The best cross was Here-

ford X Angus. The hybrid vigor of these black and red baldies make them the toughest cows 

on the planet. May and June is when we calf our 150+ cows. Wolves and coyotes are our 

biggest problem. 

Akim Omokanye is helping us get rid of our problem of foxtail barley. Hopefully our new 

cocktail cover mix will be successful.  

I have spent 16 years as a delegate for Alberta Beef Producers and have been on the PCBFA Board of Directors 4 years when Greg Griffin 

was manager of PCBFA, 4 years when Jamie Boissack was manager of PCBFA, 1 year when Monika Benoit was manager of PCBFA, and now 

our new manager Liisa Vihvelin. Over the years I have learned a lot from PCBFA, tried new hay varieties, did bale grazing and a new solar 

and nose pump was installed. PCBFA has a very knowledgeable staff and an enthusiastic board. Look for big things to happen. Happy Trails! 

By:  Jen Allen 

PCBFA presents….New Zealand Agricultural & Winery 
Tour from November 12th - December 1st, 2017! On 
this tour, you will have a chance to both explore New 
Zealand’s beautiful landscapes, and tour some of the 
Country’s local farm operations, research farms, and 
wineries! Cities/towns that will visited over the dura-
tion of the tour include: Queenstown, Milford Sound, 
Arrowtown, Wanaka, Christchurch, Kaikpura, Picton, 
Blenheim, Wellington, Palmerston North, Masterton, 
Lake Taupo, Rotorua, Cambridge, and Auckland. 

Package Pricing: 
20 to 24 passengers $7863 per person 
25 to 29 passengers $7484 per person 
30 to 34 passengers $6998 per person 

Package includes: all hotel accommodations, transfers, coach transpor-
tation, coach driver, sightseeing per itinerary, technical farm visits, 

winery visits, 32 meals (breakfast, lunch, or dinner). 

For more information or full itinerary details, contact 
PCBFA, or Lawrence with Leader Tours Inc. at 
1-844-370-7044 or lawrence@leadertours.ca  



Contact Us 
 

Liisa Vihvelin     Akim Omokanye     Jen Allen          High Prairie Office 

Manager      Research Coordinator    Agri-Environmental Coordinator   High Prairie, AB 

Fairview, AB     Fairview, AB       Fairview, AB         780-523-4033  

780-835-6799    780-835-6799      780-835-6799         

780-523-0443    780-835-1112      780-772-0277         
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Upcoming Events 
GF2 & EFP 

Workshops 

December 6th 

December 8th 

Hines Creek 

Eaglesham 

Alberta Young Farmers & Ranchers 
Lead the Farm December 10th 

Podollan Inn & Spa, 

Grande Prairie 

 Peace Agronomy 

Update 
January 18th DMI in Fairview 

Farm Transition 
January 19th & 

February 16th 
Grande Prairie 

Winter Watering 

Systems Tour 
January 21st Details TBA 

Holistic 

Management 

Course 

January 26th-28th & 

February 2nd-4th 

Rycroft Ag. Society 

Hall 

Peace Country Beef 

Cattle Day 
February 7th DMI in Fairview 

Solar Workshop March 15th  
Saddle Hills County 

Details TBA 

New Zealand Ag 

Study Tour  

Nov 12th-Dec 1st 

2017 

Contact us for more 

details 

Thank You to our  

Corporate Sponsors 

PCBFA receives funding 

from the Government of     

Alberta  

Proud Member of  

For more information or to register for any of these great events, please call the 

Fairview office at 780-835-6799 or email Jen at jen@pcbfa.ca  


