
The beginning of February brought our 2014 AGM in Fairview. We were thrilled with the turn-

out of almost 75 producers and members of industry! Everyone in attendance enjoyed presenta-

tions on the projects PCBFA has been working on for the past year, a great meal, and entertain-

ment from cowboy comedian Bud Edgar. A big 

thank you to everyone who came out and to all 

of our door prize sponsors!  

 

At this year’s AGM, we had the task of filling 

three director positions as Denis Bouvier, Guy 

L’Heureux and Corey Beck had completed their 

terms. A huge thank you to Denis, Guy and Co-

rey for their contributions to the Association; we 

appreciate all that they’ve done and will miss 

them!   

 

We are pleased to introduce our three new directors who were elected at the AGM:  

Jordan Barnfield, Thomas Claydon and John Prinse.  

Jordan Barnfield - County of Grande Prairie 

Can you tell us a bit about your operation? 

I grew up on the family farm, in the Badheart, northeast of Teepee Creek. I run a mixed farm with 

my family, including 400-500 ewes that I intensive grass in the summer and I will be lambing this 

May on grass. We have a 70 head cow/calf program, running Angus and Galloway cross cows with 

a small herd of registered Galloways. All the cows calve on grass in May and June and will usually 

graze from April until January, depending on the weather. I keep most of my claves over as year-

lings to put on grass. I also run free range pasture pigs that I graze all summer and go through the 

winter mostly on hay with some grain supplement when needed. We do some grazing of forage 

rape, turnips and other temporary pastures.  

 

What direction are you planning for your operation over the next five years?  

I want to keep learning and expanding on what I do on our operation and always trying to im-

prove on our systems and ways of doing things. We try to work with nature on our operation.  

 

Where do you hope to see the beef industry as a whole go over the next five years? 

I hope to see the cattle industry strengthen to where the family farms can make a good living 

from the farm without having to also work jobs off of the farm to get ahead and to grow. That 

would give more time for our families and communities         

 

What types of projects and events are you interested in participating in over the next few years as you 

become more involved with the Peace Country Beef and Forage Association?  

I am interested in seeing events that teach us how to strengthen the health of our land and our 

herds through droughts and wet years. Any type of event that will help us with lowering our input 

costs and our time inputs will be very useful to help to increase our overall profits and reduce 

our labour time. I would also like to see some more on marketing options for our cattle. 

 

Thomas Claydon - MD of Smoky River 

Can you tell us a bit about your operation? 

I have been on and off farming since I was a kid. Over the past ten years, I’ve been trying to im-

prove on the farm, along with my parents and wife. We’re working at rejuvenating pasture and 

putting in new watering systems. We’re trying many different things to rejuvenate our pastures 

and we’re always looking for new ideas and things to try.   
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Beef Market Outlook  
Join PCBFA & FCC Fri, 

March 7th at the Peace 

Country Classic 

AgriShow 

10:15 am 
Program will include a 

Beef Market update and 

a special presentation 

geared towards young 

farmers!  

 
Water Workshops: 

Dugouts 

Worsley Fire Hall 

March 18th, 1-4 pm 

 
Saddle Hills County 

Building 

March 19th, 1-4 pm  

 

Cover Cropping  

Workshop with  

Kevin Elmy 

March 27th 

Rycroft 

Time & location TBC 

 

 

 

 

Thank You to Our  

Industry Sponsors  

What direction are you planning for your operation over the next five years?  

Over the next five years we’d like to have a plan in place and then implement the plan for 

rotational grazing. This will include getting the fencing and watering systems set up.  

 

Where do you hope to see the beef industry as a whole go over the next five years? 

I hope to see it go into the expansion phase, with an increase in the cow-calf numbers. I 

hope prices can stay where they are at for the long term.  

 

What types of projects and events are you interested in participating in over the next few years as 

you become more involved with the Peace Country Beef and Forage Association?  

I’m very interested in rotational grazing and improved pasture and water management. 

We’re interested in doing a cover cropping project as a way to improve our soil health and 

pasture production.  

 

John Prinse - MD of Big Lakes 

Can you tell us a bit about your operation? 

I have lived at my place near Big Meadow since 1989. I run a cow-calf operation, selling the 

calves as long yearlings. The cows are kept on my place year round.  I use some paddock 

grazing systems with the portable water systems that I’ve set up. Calving will begin on April 

20th this year.  

 

What direction are you planning for your operation over the next five years?  

I’ve built up my cow herd to 100 head, which is where I’d like to keep it going forward. I will 

keep making changes to improve my cow herd; there is always room for improving the calf 

crop.  

 

Where do you hope to see the beef industry as a whole go over the next five years? 

I would personally like to see some smaller packing plants start up, particularly in the Peace 

River area. Markets will determine much of this so it is hard to stay, hopefully prices will 

continue where they’re at right now!  

 

What types of projects and events are you interested in participating in over the next few years as 

you become more involved with the Peace Country Beef and Forage Association?  

I would like to work on swath grazing on my place, as I’ve only tried oats; I would like to try 

canola, millet, and anything else that will help to extend the grazing season. I’m very interest-

ed in the idea of cover crops and would like to experiment with them.  

 

Expanding Partnership!  

The Peace Country Beef & Forage Association is pleased to announce that we will be 

strengthening our partnership with the Grande Prairie Regional College - Fairview Campus 

through our 3-year Agricultural Service Board Environmental Program beginning April 2014.  

Stay tuned for more information on these projects and events! 
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Reminder to Renew Your Membership! 
Send your updated contact info and the $30 annual membership fee to: 

PCBFA 

Box 3000 

Fairview, AB  T0H 1L0 


