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Hi, I would like to introduce myself, Karlah Rudolph, as the new Extension 

and ASB Project Coordinator with Peace Country Beef and Forage Associa-

tion, working out of the Provincial Building in High Prairie.  
 

I grew up on mixed farm in southwestern Saskatchewan where my family 
continues to grow oilseeds, pulses and grains and manages a small cow-

calf herd on tame pasture and remnant native prairie. I completed a Bach-
elor of Science in Agriculture at the University of Saskatchewan in 2006. 

My studies there and a term position with the Saskatchewan Watershed 

Authority developed a skill set in managing range and riparian health and 
identifying useful stewardship practices that can be adopted on prairie 

farms. 
 

A trip to Ethiopia in 2006 influenced me to pursue further education exploring global food sys-

tems. I developed a passion for emerging local food and direct marketing initiatives in prairie ag-
riculture. It was with these interests in mind that I more recently completed a Master of the Envi-

ronment through the Environmental Conservation Lab at the University of Manitoba. My program 
explored the exchange of healthy local foods between northern and southern regions in Manitoba 

in order to create alternative “flows” of food. 
 

I am pleased to be working on the PCBFA team and I am looking forward to learning from farm-

ers, ranchers and colleagues in addition to sharing my own knowledge and enthusiasm. 

 
Hi Everyone! My name is Kaitlin McLachlan, and I’m the new Summer 
Student here at PCBFA! 

 

I grew up on a family cow/calf operation south of Fairview in the Dunve-
gan area where I still work with my parents Elden and Valerie and my 

brother Allan. Together, we run 120 head of commercial cows and back-

ground a couple hundred calves. My dad gave me my first Angus cross 
cow when I was 6, and my herd has grown exponentially over the years 

to a whopping 25 head of mainly commercial Angus and Shorthorn cross 
cows (who are currently putting me though College).  

 

Growing up, I was heavily involved in local 4-H. I was a member of the Fairview 4-H Livestock 

Club for 9 years with market steer and beef female projects. Through 4-H, I attended many cattle 
shows, summer camps, and qualified as a provincial finalist in public speaking last April. Even 

though I am no longer a member, I still enjoy helping out with local 4-H events and project days.  

 

I graduated from Fairview High School in 2011 and have recently finished my first year at Lake-

land College in Vermilion, where I am enrolled in their Agribusiness diploma program majoring in 
Livestock Production & Marketing. In this program I have been learning about farm and financial 

management and how to apply it to beef production scenarios. Upon my completion at Lakeland 

next spring, I hope to move on to the University of Alberta to complete my Bachelor of Science in 
Agricultural Economics, and then return to the Peace Country to farm and stay involved with the 

beef industry. 

 

I am looking forward to a great summer working, learning, and getting to know my fellow Peace 

regional beef producers!   

Karlah Rudolph 

Kaitlin McLachlan 



Welcome New Employees and 

New Board Members! 

 
Can you tell us a bit about your operation? 
We graze cows. At one time our herd was at 300 but more typically we’re 
somewhere between 100-130 cow calf pairs. We also purchase yearling 

heifers and breed them. This year we have 220. We keep the top 10% for 
ourselves and put the others up for resale as bred heifers. They range on 

tame forage which we also cut for hay and we also feed some grain. 

We’re working towards more legumes in our stands to keep them healthy. 

 
How long have you been in the region? Where are you originally from? 

We moved here 7 years ago from near Strathmore, Alberta. 

 
Where do you see your operation heading over the next 5 years? 
I hope to improve the grass and run a larger number of animal units 

per acre. We’ve started using the Agrowdrill as part of our program and 
we’re looking forward to what we will learn through the whole farm nutrient management project 

with PCBFA. 

 
Where do you hope to see the beef industry go over the next 5 years? 
I hope it remains strong and at least stays where it’s at. I think we need to look at what we’re 
putting into animals in terms of the health of our soils and our forages. If those aren’t healthy, 

genetics won’t help us. So, I think we need to focus on the ground and work up from there. 

 
What is the most interesting project you’ve tried on your farm and what were the results? 
We’re experimenting with renewable energy sources like solar and wind and playing with that to 
see how it works out. We have a small wind turbine we use for pumping water and we’re playing 

with solar water pumps. I would like to see this farm become energy independent.  

 
Can you tell us a bit about your operation? 
We run about 300 mother cows. I grow silage for myself and put up 
some hay for the winter most years. We calve about 40 in the fall and we 

would like to get to the point where we’re calving 100 in the fall and 200 
in the spring. We keep our numbers constant by keeping quality replace-

ment heifers. 

 
How long have you been in the region? Where are you originally from? 
We moved here in 1975 from the Wainwright area. 

 
Where do you see your operation heading over the next 5 years? 
We are just maintaining for 5-10 years as we head towards retirement. 

 
Where do you hope to see the beef industry go over the next 5 years? 
I hope we can maintain the prices we have now and climb a little higher 

to where it should be considering the cost of fuel and repairs. 

 
What is the most interesting project you’ve tried on your farm and what were the results? 
We have solar watering and gravity-fed watering systems in place and fencing to keep the cows 

out of the dugouts. We have next to no foot rot because there is a good solid base around the 

troughs. Also, at breeding time, the bulls don’t leave the water trough. The cows come up to 

them when they’re thirsty and we have 80% or better success in the first cycle that way. 

Peter Tindall 
Vice President, SE 

7tbar Ranch 
M.D. Big Lakes 

Ryan Leiske 

President, SW 
Idlewild Ranch 

Saddle Hills County 



Welcome New Employees and 

New Board Members! 

 
Can you tell us a bit about your operation? 
Our main business is cattle and we’re down to about 35 that we’re calving 
this spring. At times we background them, but only in years when we 

have adequate feed. We have about 300 acres of hay which we bale and 
usually sell. We are members of the Woodlot Association of Alberta and 

have interest in harvesting trees for lumber and firewood. I have been 
planting over 1000 spruce and pine trees every year. 

 
How long have you been in the region? Where are you originally from? 
We moved from south of the river in 1990 and have been here working 

with cattle for 22 years now. 

 
Where do you see your operation heading over the next 5 years? 
It’s hard to know, but we’re looking into less labour intensive crops and 
winding down as we head into retirement. 

 
Where do you hope to see the beef industry go over the next 5 years? 
I’d like to see it continue to go in this direction of things like swath and bale grazing and paying 

attention to nutrient utilization. I think it needs to continue to move more towards grass-based 
feeding systems. The other thing I see is that farmers are getting away from having to calve in 

the barn and calving later in the spring instead. As the sizes of herds increase, that independence 
becomes a necessity and goes back to breeding and selection of sires. 

 
What is the most interesting project you’ve tried on your farm and what were the results? 
I’m figuring out what I can do with direct seeding with the Agrodrill. We’ve tried both fall and 

spring seeding and the results are mixed so there’s no clear picture yet.  

Can you tell us a bit about your operation? 
We have 400 cow-calf pairs which we background on tame hay. 

 
How long have you been in the region? Where are you originally from? 
We’ve been here since 1988 and we are originally from Southern Sas-

katchewan. 

 
Where do you see your operation heading over the next 5 years? 
I’m as big as I want to be and hopefully now I’ll make some money! 

 
Where do you hope to see the beef industry go over the next 5 
years? 
I hope prices are maintained. I don’t anticipate any big changes alt-

hough I see that some producers are breeding heifers. 

 
What is the most interesting project you’ve tried on your farm and what were the results? 
We began bale grazing through the winter. The increase in grass production due to the manuring 

was phenomenal. Snow trapped underneath the bales melted more slowly in the spring and the 

ground was able to soak it up. Grass started to grow on the tops of hills where it never could 

grow before. 

Denis Bouvier 
Director, At Large 

Bouvier Farm 
M.D. Smoky River 

Elton Kauffman 
Director, N 

Kauffman Farm 
Clear Hills County 



Welcome New Employees and 

New Board Members! 

 
Can you tell us a bit about your operation? 
We have a 77 head cow-calf operation on tame pasture. 

 
How long have you been in the region? Where are you originally from? 
I’ve been here all my life. I bought my own farm in 1973. I had 

$4000.00 in my pocket and a ’69 Chevelle and I built from there! 

 
Where do you see your operation heading over the next 5 years? 
I’m phasing out of cows currently as we’re getting ready for retirement. 

 
Where do you hope to see the beef industry go over the next 5 
years? 
I hope for a steady market and that we don’t get into any sort of 

diseases like hoof and mouth. I really hope nobody brings that into 
our country. 

 
What is the most interesting project you’ve tried on your farm and what were the results? 
If I was a bit younger I would be looking into gravity-fed frost-free pumps. Water systems that 

don’t require energy or a lot of maintenance would save a producer a lot of time and also money. 

We have also worked with free-standing cattle panels and found them to be tremendously useful. 

Can you tell us a bit about your operation? 
We’re running 140 cows right now on 1200 acres. Our cow-calf numbers range from 150-200 and 
we have a 250 head feeder/backgrounder operation as well. Depend-

ing on the year we may bale and put up forage or do some cropping 

as additional feed for the livestock. 

 

How long have you been in the region? Where are you originally 
from? 
We farm on my wife’s family’s homestead. We settled here in 1995 

and she is the third generation on her family farm. I’m from the 
Keg River area originally. 

 

Where do you see your operation heading over the next 5 years? 
I’m always observing the cattle industry and seeing where there 

are economic opportunities. 

 

Where do you hope to see the beef industry go over the next 5 years? 
I hope to see the beef industry become profitable in order to start drawing younger generations 

back to it. Raising cattle needs to be seen as an economically viable career choice in order for 

that to happen. 

 

What is the most interesting project you’ve tried on your farm and what were the results? 
The most interesting experiment I’ve tried was to stockpile forage over the winter. I had a sec-

tion of land in forage and I grazed it once in the growing season. In the fall, I baled half of it and 

just left the other half. By May 15th, the baled side was showing cracks in the soil from moisture 

loss whereas the side we left was about three inches taller and the soil was still moist. Eventually, 

the difference in height due to moisture conservation came close to a foot. 

Corey Beck 
Secretary, At Large 
Pleasant View Farm 

County of Grande Prairie 

Lawrence Andruchiw 
Director, SW 

Andruchiw Farm 
Saddle Hills County 

EVENTS 
 

Pasture Walks 

 

June 
 

Hear  

Grant Lastiwka  
of Alberta Agricul-

ture discuss his belief 

that healthy pastures 

are the basis of every 

beef rancher’s busi-

ness! 

 

June 14th 
TBA 
MD Peace/Saddle 

Hills County 

 

June 15th 
Johnson Farm  

M.D Fairview 

 

Lentz Farm  

Clear Hills County 

(6pm - 9:30pm) 

BBQ included 

 

June 16th 
Venherk Farm 

Clear Hills County 

 

 

10:30am - 3:30pm 

 

$25 members 

$40 couple 

 

$30 non members 

$45 couple 

 

Lunch included! 

 
Contact: Karlah 
(780) 523-4033 

and register today! 



Welcome New Employees and 

New Board Members! 

 
Can you tell us a bit about your operation? 
We run 100 red Angus cows on about 800 acres.  We have 10 horses, includ-
ing one pregnant mare.  Our cow herd is complemented by a new addition of 

a couple of pregnant Berkshire sows to work up the ground where overgraz-
ing or weed management is required.  This idea to add pigs to our operation 

came from attending the Joel Salatin seminar with my 2 daughters. 

 
How long have you been in the region? Where are you originally from? 

We’re from Stavely originally. My wife Peggy and I moved to Fairview in 1974 

so she could take the AHT program at Fairview College. 

 
Where do you see your operation heading over the next 5 years? 
For now, we’re looking at genetics a bit more. We’ll probably start with AI 
again this summer.  
 
Where do you hope to see the beef industry go over the next 5 years? 
I am interested in working towards building our cattle herd genetics with a focus on feed efficiency.  I 

hope more grass-fed, direct-marketing ideas catch on and that people will try new things with their 
land.  Farmers are a resourceful bunch finding different ways to make new things work.  We are taking 

advantage of 40+ years of genetics in Angus cattle and hope to continue with that programming. 

 
What is the most interesting project you’ve tried on your farm and what were the results? 
From attending many forage association functions, we have implemented electric fence for rotational 

and bale grazing, establishment of multicultural species in pastures and use of water pipelines.  This 

has contributed to developing our soil and making the land more productive.  Taking care of the 

land so the land can take care of us is a real focus of our farm. 

Can you tell us a bit about your operation? 

I farm with my father-in-law. We have 47 cows and are primarily a cow-calf 
operation on a mix of native prairie and tame pastures. We do grow some 

grain – mostly oats and barley. We feed or sell the grain depending on the 
year and bale some of the forage for winter feeding. 

 

How long have you been in the region? Where are you originally from? 
I grew up in a cow-calf operation near Fairview and moved to this farm after I 

got married. 

 

Where do you see your operation heading over the next 5 years? 
We hope to at least sustain ourselves and then grow our herd back up to 

what it was before these recent drought conditions.  

 

Where do you hope to see the beef industry go over the next 5 years? 
I hope industry starts appreciating farmers and the work they do for the industry. Hopefully farmers 
can get a bit more profit out of it so we can continue to see small beef operations and not simply in-

dustrial businesses. In turn, I hope farmers work towards keeping their operations minimally invasive, 
recognizing the impact they have on the environment around them. 

 

What is the most interesting project you’ve tried on your farm and what were the results? 
I joined the association to get more information about what’s available. My dad was a past president 

of PCBFA and benefited a lot from his involvement in the organization. When I was growing up, we did 
everything on horses and calved in the pasture. One thing I’ve found is that this way is much easier on 

the animals and less stressful. They really prefer the pasture.  

Randi Kuriga 
Director, N 
Kuriga Farm 

M.D. Fairview 

Steve Johnson 
Treasurer, N 

Johnson Farm 
M.D. Fairview 

EVENTS 
 

 

 

Pasture Walks 

 

July 
 

Grazing guru  

Jim Gerrish 
of American Grazing-

lands Services will be 

in the Peace Country 

for three days in July. 

Save the dates and 

benefit from the ex-

pertise of this special 

guest! 

 

July 11th 
TBA 
MD Peace/Saddle 

Hills County 

 

July 12th 
McLaughlin Farm  

MD Big Lakes 

 

July 13th 
TBA 
Birch Hills County/

MD Greenview 

 

10:30am - 3:30pm 

 

$35 members 

$50 couple 

 

$45 non members 

$60 couple 

 

Lunch included! 

 

Contact: Karlah 
(780) 523-4033 

and register to-

day! 



Welcome New Employees and 

New Board Members! 

EVENTS 
 

 

 

NPARA Bus Tour 

 
June 8-9th 

 
Contact Nora with 

North Peace Applied 

Research Associa-

tion to find out 

more and register! 

 

(780) 836-3354 

 

 

 

Advance Notice 
 

Save the Date! 

 
The Western 

Canadian Graz-
ing Conference 

will be held in 

Red Deer this 

year! 

 
November 27th-

29th 

 

 

 
Can you tell us a bit about your operation? 
We ranch just a little over 100 head of cows and we background the 
calves through to spring or summer. We try to raise most of our own feed 

for the winter so we can be self-sufficient. We grow some grains to feed 
through the winter and if there is excess we will sell that.  

 
How long have you been in the region? Where are you originally from? 
We moved up here in 1995 from just south of Edmonton in the Hay Lakes 

area. 

 
Where do you see your operation heading over the next 5 years? 
Depending on how things go, I think we may increase our cattle herd 
a bit, as we had dropped down with the drought. 

 
Where do you hope to see the beef industry go over the next 5 years? 
I hope we avoid anything that takes the industry down like BSE did. I hope we continue onward 

and upward and that the natural forces of the industry prevail and we have a few good years to 
make up for these past years. Basically, I hope the industry can survive and thrive. 

 
What is the most interesting project you’ve tried on your farm and what were the results? 
The most interesting project was the turnips. If the conditions are right with moist falls with a lot 

of fall showers, they can just explode and grow like crazy. The cows graze them and thin them 

out a bit about 60 days after seeding and then go back to the field in September and October, 

right up until freeze up. In better years, turnips can yield 12 dry tonnes per acre. 

Can you tell us a bit about your operation? 
We raise 200-250 cow-calf pairs. My wife also runs a 90-ewe sheep opera-

tion. We buy our forage standing and feed a lot of swamp hay. Our herd 
is a Simmental-Black Angus cross. We breed the heifers with Welsh Black 

bulls. 

 

How long have you been in the region? Where are you originally from? 
I was born and raised in this area. My dad was a rancher and also farmed 
mink. I homesteaded this ranch about 35 years ago and have been in 

cattle for 25 years. I’ve been involved in municipal politics for 26 years. 

 

Where do you see your operation heading over the next 5 years? 
We are looking forward to retirement , so we hope to be winding down! 

 

Where do you hope to see the beef industry go over the next 5 years? 
I think we need more people involved so we can keep the beef industry producer-driven. Rather 
than constantly having to get bigger, I’d rather see smaller operations paid well for what they do.  

 

What is the most interesting project you’ve tried on your farm and what were the results? 
My most interesting projects have been around watering livestock. We run solar pumps and have 

discovered that fencing dugouts is a waste of money. If the water is available, the cows won’t go 
into the dugout. If the water is not available, the cows will go into the dugout whether there is a 

fence there or not. This year, I’m experimenting with corn through the PCBFA. I’m always curious 
about what other people are doing and that’s part of why I’m involved with the PCBFA. 

Guy L’Heureux 
Director, SE 

L’Heureux Ranch 
M.D. Big Lakes 

Gary These 
Director, N 

NV Land and Cattle Co. 
County of Northern Lights 


